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Item No. 4, 


German Enbassy Hankow, 28 Jan. 1938 


No. 58 Foroign Office 
File 2722/1507/38 Pol. VIII 639 
1 Enclosure Ini 31 March 1938 
3 Copies 2 Encl, 3 Copies 


Content: Condition in Nanking aftor the capture by the Japanese. 


Copy submitted to the Foroign Office 
in Berlin. 


The Enbassy in Tokyo has recoivoed a copy of this report, 
(signod) TRAUTMANY 


/146185/ 


Appendix to Report No. 58 from the Enbassy in Hankow of 28 January 1938. 
—- File 2722/1607/38 . 
German Consulate Goneral 


Shanghai Shanghai, 19 January 1938 
N. 19 ~ File Po. 41/36 


Enclosure Confidential 


Copy subritted to the German Exbassy 
in Hankow. 
(signed) M. FISHER 


/146186/ 
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Cony 
John H. D, Rabo Nanking, 14 January 1938 
J. No. 979/Vo. 12 


Shanghai dircctorate 
Ro: Letter fror Mr. W, Major of 3 January 1938, 


I herety acknowlodgo the recoipt of your above communication which 
I obtained today through the modiatior. of the German Embassy. Your infor« 
mations of that tino, thit I should travel to Hankow, came tco late. 
At tho /time of/ arrival of your telogran tho Germans wero already on 
their way to Hankcw with the "Xutwo'. I furthermore felt that it was my 
duty not to forsake in an energoncy ovr Chinese employees, Mr. Han and 
family, our fitters, otc., who had all fled te xe in tho Hong. As I 
reported to you at that time on your telegraphic inquiry, I took over 
tho chairmanship of tho International Committee for the Esteblishnent of 
a Refugee Zone which was set up here, which became the last place of 
refuge for 200,000 Chinese nou-conbatants. The organization of this 
zone was not vory oasy, especially since wo wore unable to get a complote 
recognition of the zone from the Japanese, ns hich military personages 
(Chinose) with thoir staff continuod to live in the gone till the last 
minute, i. ©., until their flicht from Nanking. Ovr real hardship, ‘how- 
over, began only after the bombardmont, i. ®., aftor the capture of the «. 
city by the Japanese. . The Japanese military authorities apparontly lost ti. 
authority over their troops, who for wooks plundered the city after ite 
Capture, violated about 20,000 women and girls, slayod thousands of inno- 
cent civilians (among then 43 workors of tho powor plant) in a brutal 
manner (mase murder by machine gun firo wes emong the humanitarian methods 
of oxecution) and did not shy away from also ontoring into foreign homes. 
Of 60 German hones, about 40 woro rozo or less robbed and four were com. 
plotely burned down. Approximately one third of the city has been dogs, . 
troyed through fire by the Japanesc, Cases of arson etill occur. Thore 
is no store in the city which was not brolkon in or plundered. Corpses 
of shot and -urdercd people still lie mround in the city, whose burial 
wae not.permitted tons, {We @o nos kmow why.! ‘the-eofpso of a Chinese 
soldier, ehacklod to a bamboo bed lios about SC meteors fron ry house 
sinco December 13th. Various ponds in the zone cantnin up to fifty corpse: 
of Chinese who had been shot, which wo are not allowod to bury. 


Ths far our Soiumittee has been ablo to feed the 200,000 inhabitant: 
of the city who have crowled into our zone, by setting up soup kitchens, 
ostablishing distributions stations for rice and flour, etc. An order 
from the Japanese has now come down +o close our rics anle points, since 
tho nowly established rutonomous zovernmont's committee wants to take over 
the care of the refugce campy and that tho retugeos will be forced to leave 
the gone and return to their old habitats. Since, as alroady nentioned, 
only a few housos aro unscathed outside of the zone, the refugees do not 
know where to /go/, aside from the fact thoy ero scared of the Japanoge 
soldiers, who still at tires rorsn tho city murdering and burning. Our 
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Committoe is now attempting to reach an understanding with the Japanese 

and with the new government which has beon installed by thon, in order to 

assuro, at loast, tho feeding of the refugees. In addition we naturally 

havo no objection if the Japanose, that is to say the new government, take 
ever the work of our Committoe, and the sooner tho bettor! As soon as 
order is reestablished in tho city and tho permission to leavo Nanking is 
ivon by the authorities, I will come thore. All requests concerning thie 
natter/ have been rofusod until now. 


Therowith, belatedly, request permission to stay here until the 
dissolution of the Zonn Sommitteeo, eince tho woal and woe of many people 
actually depends uron ‘tho fact/ tat tho fow Zuropeans remain here. In 
my house and garden alone, 600 refugeus of the poorest class have found a 
lodging since the night of Deconber 12th, in order not to be molested or 
killed by the unruly Japancse military rabbio. Most of the peoplo live 
in etraw mts in the garden and live on the Caily rice ration which is give: 
to then, Altogether our Committee supervises 25 refugee camps with about 
70,000 refugecs, of which 50,000 have to be fod by us, as thoy are entirely 
without reans. You can hardly imagino the circunstances existing here. 

The bombardrent extending for months and the final cennonading, which pre- 
ceded the capturo of the city, wore Corparod to tho distress which the 
Japanose Arny created for us after tho capture of Nanking. It is a riddle 
to all of us that wo have gotten away safely and happily until now. 


I roquost that /you/ do not publish this letter, sinco such a 


/thing/ could possibly have catastrophic consequonces for our Committee, 


With German greetings, 
(signet) John Rabe 
/146187~89/ 


PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/719aa8/ 


~r Doc. No, 4039 


Item No. 5 
Pol, VIII 
31 March 1938 
German Embassy Hankow, 16 February 1938 
No, 113 
File No, 2718/1955/38 


I Enclosure Strictly Confidential 
3 Copies 


Contents: Happenings in Nanking from 8 December 1937 to 13 January 1938. 

Herewith I have the honeo to present the copy of a secret report 
of a German eye witness concorning tho happonings in Nanking during the 
period from 8 December 1937 to 13 Janvary 1938 with the request to troat 
it as strictly confidontal,. 


The secrot report has been put at my disposal by General von 
FALKENHAUSEN, 


(Signod) TRAUTMANN 


To the Foreign Office 
Borlin. 


/146190/ 


Appondig to report So, 113 of the Embassy in Hankow of 10 February 1938, 
~~ Filo No. 2718/1955/38 ~. 
Secret, ane 
at of a German eye witness concorning tho happenings in Nenking 
from 8 December 1937 to 13 January 1938, 


-On @ Decombor 1937 *he reev'of tho Yurepoare left the city. of Nanking 
and went to the Jardines Hul’:, Only a total “of 22 Buropeans remained in 
the city and, as the International Committee for Nunking took over the 
safety gone, prepared in the middle of November, Evon though this safety 
zone was not officially recognized by the Japanese, it had still been re~- 
spected in goneral until the capture of the city by the Japanese, only a 
few artillery shells foll into the safety zone and tho losses during tho 
fights were very small, On 8 Decembex the Japanese had already reached 
CHILIMEN and the thundor of the cannone could be distinctly heard in the 
city. The 9th of Decerhor brought extraordinarily heavy airplane attacks 
during the whole day, but the attacks were aimed mainly against the Chinese 
positions outside the city, the gatos and the troop concentrations in the 
muthern part of the city, 


On 10 December 1937 tho Japanose made further progress and advanced 
directly up to city wall, M, G, and infamtry sholls exploded on the Chung 
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Shan Tung Lou and everywhere heavy destruction by aircraft bombs were 
to be seen, On the evening of tho 10th tho Purple Hill burned and 

on tho morning of the 1lth the Japanese had alroady sot up somo artillory 
on tho Purple Hill and wore firing on tho city and the Chineeo position 
from thero, Sunday, 12th Docomber, started very quictly. Japancso 
artillery no longor fired into tho city, only fow planes wero to be 
soon, Tho Chinose anti-aircraft guns still shot ae soon as a Japanese 
plane appeared low over tho city. Toward noon tho fight becamo again 
more vivid, The Japanose concentrated their artillery fire on the 
gatos and tho spots plnnnod for a brosk through. During tho wholo 
nftornoon Pukow was honvily bomberded by Japrneoro planes to mako a 
rotront imoossible for the Chinese troops. During tho bombardnont 
/davei/ noprly all English ships snd also tho Yulk woro heavily damaged, 
Armed Japanese motorbonts also apposrod, but thoy kept mainly in tho 
middlo of the rivor. 


In the afternoon the rotrent of tho Chinero troops slowly bogan 
fund zwar/ with tho rotront of troops in the south of tho city, The 
ordor for rotroat had sot the time for tho bogin of the retreat at 
8 o'clock in the svening, Actunily, the rotreat started much orrlicr. 
By 5 o'clock in the afternoon the rotrert took place in orderly groups 
end very quictly. After 5 o'clock in tho sftornoon tho tcmpo becane 
foster and slowly the order dissolved, till, towards midnight, the re- 
tront detorioratod into regular rout, Tho rotront wac made extromoly 
difficult by the barricrding of the Chang Mon (tho main g>te for 
HSIAKWAN), Only ono wing of tho gnto wee oponed ané oven that was 
nerrowed by 2 sand barricnde so bhat trucks wore just barely “ble to got 
through, Furthormore, » berricnde was crocted noor tho Railway Ministry 
which was barring half of the stroot side and which had alrcady on 
11 Docombor leed So grent interrupti-ne of the traffic. In tho after- 
noon hours of tho 12 December Japanoso planes shifted tho field of 
thoir main activity alroafy to the rivor, In the evening the Communice- 
ticne! Ministry etartcéd burning and illuminated tho way of rctrest, which, 
in tho menntine, wne nerrly comolotely blockn’., 


Townré morning of 13 December tho rotront slowcd down, tho 
Hsiatwan ente was closed and barricaded, Whatever still remained. in 
the city was oncompnssed an¢ thore woro still many who gathored together, 
probably the best ones, who hac ronnino®. ereinet the enony to tho last. 
Good troops with fooé cauipmont and still god discipline moved in 
infividuel groups towards the wost into tho mountains or searchod for 
s°.ne othor way out, $27.2 but rondy to ficht. Partiy these groups had 
to fight thoir way throuch Japanese groups throo tines boforo they could 
escape the oncirslonent, Others, howover, throw away their arns, put on 
civilian clothes nnd hurricd towares the sefety zono, 


In sono parts the fiezht flarod up once moro, but this Chinose opno- 
sition was quickly brokon cown by tho Jep*nese who made plentiful use 
of tanks, ‘Towar’s nocn of 13 Docombor, it turned abdsolutoly quiet in 
tho city, Tho Chinese civilian population hid in the housos and sholters 
and waited for the Jepancse wh. did not come, In the aftornoon tho 
Japanose breught their troops ow-r tc Pukow in order to continuo the 
pursuit of the Chinese, Lator it was founc out that those troop? ce- 
tachnents had beon 24 hours late and that tho Japanese hat. hat the 


” - 
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intention of crossing over to Pukow on the ovonins of 12 December, ‘The 
Jepnnese warships also did not arrive until in the afternoon of 13 
Decombor and directed their fire mainly againet tho railways and the 
roads of rotreat, Late in the afternoon of 13 December the informant 
sew the first Japanese in the city. At firet the Japanese behaved very 
correctly, and even to a certain degroe obliginglx. The International 
Committee at once took up connections with tho Japanese and again triod 
to obtain recognition of the safety zone, It is true that this recogni- 
tion was refused, but the Japanese troops which now advanced in a 
broad front ae high aa the Potsdamer Platz maintained a neutral atti- 
tude, In the afternoon of 13 December the Committee also took over the 
Waichiaopu, which wns fitted out as a hospital. The conditionswhich 
reigned there wes honeless, The Chinese wounded had been left without 
care for two to three cays, the ontire nursing staff haf fled; on the 
contrary all tho roome were full of weapons and. ammunition, which 

wore at once carrict away by the Committen in order not to give the 
Jepanose a pretext for actions ngainst the wounded, The Chinese Rod 
Crose, which was organized in the safety zone, wac at once ready for 
cooperation anc by evening it had been possible to remove met of the 
Cirt anc the dead from the hospital so that Japanese patrols, which 
searchoe the hospital in the night, had no roason to intorvene, 


On 14 December a complete change in the attitude of the Japanese 
troops took place. The G6ommittoe was prohibited from further aiding 
the Chinese wounded in the Waichiaopu hospital and from entering it. 
On 14 December the Japanese troops which were ineufficiently provided 


fue to the fast advance were lot loose on the city and acted in a manner 
which is just indescribable for regular troops, They took all soizablo 
stores of foodstuffs from the refugees, the woollen sleeping blankots, 
the clothes, the watchos -- in short, everything which seomed worth taking 
with them. Not only resistance, but a cilatory or slow handing over 

was inmeciately answered by the bayonet and many, just because they 

did not comprehend the languaro, etc., became victims of this circum 
stance, Agsin and again this brutal military moh broke into the re- 
fugeo zone an¢ into the crowded houses, searching for articles which 
their prodecessor had perhaps scorned to tako with them, There was 

and still is no respect for foreign flare and when ve sought to cofend 
our servants or our property by an energetic aspearance, we had to 
subject ourselves to threats and insults from the Japanese soldiers, It 
was no rare picture that a single Japanese soldier drove four coolies 

who had to carry his loot, This organized thieving and plundering lasted 
fourteen days and even today one is etill unsafe from some groups, who, 
on Any reason whatsoover zo out to "requisition." A few food stores 

were broken into, anc emptied during the retreat of the Chinese troops, 
and a few fires were also otarted, However, by far the greater part 

of the city was undamaged at/the tine of/ its capture, 
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The picture of the city has chanced complrtely under Japanese | 
rulo, No day zoes by without new cases of argon, It in now the turn 
of tho Taiping Lou, the Chunz Shan Tung Lou, G Fx Lou, KioKinng Lov, 
The entire southern part of the city nnd Futse Minv are comlotely 
~lundored and burnet. down, Exresced in percentazes, one could say that 
30 to 40 nor cent of the city hns Leen burned down, ‘The many Giscardod 
uniforns gave the Japnanose the welcome occasion for the contention that 
many Chinese solfiers aro staying in the refugeo zone, Again and again 
they conbod throuzh tho rofugeo camps but did not renlly give themselves 
tho trouble of looking for the supposed soldiers, inetenf at first 
carried off nt ranfom oll youths, without option and then all thoso 
who for some ronson hné como to their rttontion, Althourh no shot 
was ovor firod on the Japrnore by the Chinese in the city, the Japanose 
shot “ead at lonet 5,000 moa, mostly rt the rivor, so that one could 
forgo the hurinl, Anmonz the people who were shot were harmless workors 
of the city administration, cloctrical undertaking, an¢ tho water works, 
Until 26 Deconbor the corpses of 30 chained and shot coolies lay on the 
etroets at the Communications Ministry, A>out 50 corpsen lie in a 
pond not far from the Shonsi Lou, in a templo/lie/ 20, and on 13 Jenuary 
1938 20 cornses were stil) lyinr around -t the ond of the Kiangeu Lou, 


Another sac chanoter is tho maltreatment ond violating of many 
firle and wonen, Unnecessary barbarities and uutilations, even on small ° 
children, aro not uncommon, 


All Buroponns wore prohibited from lenving the city and activity 
in the city wns allowed only with » Jnpaneso police escort, However, a 
zontlemen was able to téido ¢* Tri Chin Shen on 28 Docomber in order to 
huy foodstuffs, He hnd holievod until now that tho tribunal of the 
Jamnnese Army oxtends only to Nankinz, the croital and contor of the 
mti-Japanoso movenent, »%ut he now founé out thet the ravacineg was 
oven worse on tho flatlan¢ts, The Chinese Arriy had partly set firo to 
the villagcs ond sone farnetoads for nilitary roanons on its retrort 
but tho Japanese hac systomaticnlly continuct theso incondiary firos. 
Many doad wator buffalo, horsos, mules lie on the fields and alon~ side 
the highway, Mnaltrertment, violations, and chootines aro overyday 
occurancos, 


Tho ;opulsation mostly fled into tho hills nnd iq hiding there, 
During © one-hour tri> by automobilo, tho zontloman did not see any 
living hunan bing, not ovon in the laree villmros. At the Thousand- 
Bud¢ha Mourtain a fucitives' cam> of about 10,000 people has been formod, 
But hore tor the Jacancse soldiors rage. like savages, According to 
renorts from Chirese the country from Shinghai to Wuhu is sunzosed to 
he in A similar condition. It cannot be imneinod how the farmers are 
moing to cultivnte their fiel’s this spring without tools, without water 
huffaloes which are vitel for the rice cultivation, and without tho 
security which is 2 rreroquisite for the enily work in the fields, s0 
that it has to >be seriously considored that 2 famine will break out in 
tho territory occunied by tho Jnpanoso, 
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On 1 January 1938 the provisional solf-govornment was get up and 
officially »rocleine, On tho old Arun tower tho five colorod flag 
was hointed and at the same tine tho Russinn emassy wont uo in flames, 
The self-government we", only established undor grost difficulties and 
even to’ay it is not yet capable of fovorning. The Chinese have no 
confidence whatsoover and the Japanese on ono hand consent to pive 
support and acvin refuse it on the other hand, The well educated 
Chinese romain reserves ani only to promote sono coomeration Ait the 
Ro@ Cross Socioty Ceclare itself willing to cooperato,. 


Tho water supcly of Nanking failed on 9 Decem>or and was completely 
rostored by tho Japanese on 7 Jenunry. The power city “‘Innt worked 
incessantly till the nicht of 12 Decomber. Tho supply of light was also 
rostored »y the Janaaece Cn 7 Jenurry. Both plants were as food as 
undamaged and it Coes not speak for the Jananose orgnnization that it 
took so long till lic:t an¢. water supply wore acoin working. 


The foot situation of the city is most difficult and - doterioration 
ie to be foared rather than fm improvonent, The nopulation is living off 
ite recervos. Nobo¢y has inconos end for a long tine Shere is no prospect 
of productive activity. 


On 12 Decorber it wrs once moro rossiblo to bring 8,000 sacks of 
rigo and 1,000 snacks of flour into the safety sone, All of this, 
howavor, has boon almort c mouned by now, In and around the town is 
shout 100,000 sacks of rice and 40,000 encks of flour. Evorything 18, 
howover, confiscated. by tho Jepaneso army. In spito of nepoatod 
nogotiations rnd pronmisos which were often given no sunplics were hrought 
in so that it appears ns 4f one would let things 4° as far ac a famine 
in oréer to moke tho population still moro submissive and especially to 
have a protext to proakup the sefcty 20ne. Supply fron Shanghni is 
Aependent on the graciousness of the Jipanose, who, however, Up to 
13 January have given no soraission althouch foot. stuffs havo been mato 
ready in Shanzha*. Moday the safoty zone 4g etill hiding by far the 
greater part of Nanking's poputation within ites borcerd. 


The fateful caye of Nanking have clerriy shown two fects: (1) the 
failure of the control of the defenso of the fort of Nanking; (2) the 
lack of Cisciplinc, atrocities, and crininel acts not of an individual 
but of an ontire Arny; namoly the Japances. 


It sepms liko mockery, to sce this beastial machinery anpe r as 
champion of anti-conmnisn ond outwardly stoné. w> loudly for the renova 
tion nnd liderntion of China, whereas only nalcod conmunisn ani the upriso 
of all ovil ané inferior elements can flourish in its tracks. 


| 4461907. / 
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LPeTDiViT 


I hereby truthfully stato tho following fasts of onomy atrocities 
which I porsonally witnossod: 


Tho Japanese troops cecupiod Nan Hsiang, Kiangsu Provinco on 
letober 10, 1937. Thoy plundored ona killed LI Chin Min, a morchant, 
nd machine-gunned more than 200 other merchants te death. 


Tho above statoment contains fects true from falsohcod. If the 
momy atrocities statad cbeve be eventurlly beought to triel in a 
sourt, I am willing tc appear oitiicr as on .ccusey or as a witnoss and 
so undergo punishment for any malicious .¢cvzation or falso testimony. 


2 

LACE: Ching %.on District, Fupen 
OCCUP;.ITION: woundec scldier 
ADDRESS: Sha Pin Pra, Chungking 


Before making the statement, the above nemed was told tho moaning 


of signing an affidavit, and tho punishment fcr malicious accusation 
nd false testimony. ifter tho statement was made, it was shown and 
‘ead to him, and was acknowledged by him as corroct. 


INVESTIG;TOR'S N.1Z: YU Chien Hsuan 

SEAL: (yes) 

SEX: malo 

AGE: 40 

NATIVE Pi.CE: Hunan 

OFFiClaL POSITION: Chief of tho Polico Station at Chung Erh 


Road, Chungking 
.TE: 20 Decomber 1944 


Translatod from Chineso by 


Chinese Division, IPS 
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